
Starter Switch – Maintenance and Repair 
 

From Steve Lova�, Ristes Motor Company Ltd: 

This is a maintenance �p which may be of interest to 20hp and early 20/25 members.  I have 

had calls from owners in distress, being miles from home with starter func�on problems.  I 

later find the problem is neglect!  Owner just do not think to periodically check the oil in the 

starter switch, thus causing the starter contacts to burn and eventually break.  The mechanical 

foot operated starter switch on 20hp and early 20/25 cars is a very reliable component. 

However, it should be included in the service schedule maintenance - yet it is o'en forgo(en. 
 

During recent years I have been approached on many occasions by owners who have found 

their starter to engage when the pedal is pressed, but it con�nues to keep the starter motor 

engaged when the pedal is released. Also, I have had reports of the starter motor failing to 

engage despite pedal being pressed and this is not good news if you are on a tour miles from 

home. 
 

During an annual service, remember to check and top up the starter mechanical solenoid 

with oil to keep the contact �ps cool during contact engagement. The oil breaks the circuit 

when the switch is opened and without the oil the contacts do not always break the current 

flow because an electric arc forms between the contacts; oil quenches the arc that forms 

when the contacts are open. 
 

The service schedule requires you to check the oil level. 
 

If you have not had the assembly removed and dismantled, or have no records of it 

being dismantled in the past, it may be �me to consider doing so before you get in an 

embarrassing posi�on with the star�ng of your engine. Check for broken, distorted 

or burnt contact fingers – check before you get caught out! 
 

Room for thought – some of these cars are now 100 years old – preven�ve. 

maintenance is the answer so check and top up with oil! 
 

   
 



Reprinted from RREC Bulle%n 147, Nov/Dec 1984, p29-30 

By D J Carpenter 
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