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Of service and encouragement
to Twenty owners.
And more.

As the enthusiastic owners of a lovely Twenty known
to Club members as ‘Daisy Belle', we have made a
special study of this model, and have developed a
range of components that we know to be vital if these
immortal cars are to remain in roadworthy
condition. The list is being extended steadily.
Owners are most welcome to phone for help and
advice, there’s no obligation.

« We are confident we can answer your queries.
You are also welcome to visit, preferably with some
advance warning. Here you will see a range of
models, including Daisy Belle, a range of parts,
and receive an up-to-date copy of our Parts List.

Ask for Steve Lovatt.
He'll be pleased to take your call.

The Twenty NewsleTTer

Number 3

The Twenty News is
published twice yearly
for Members of the
R-R E.C. 20hp Register.

The 20hp Register Secretary is
Keith Jay, 14 Kingsway,
Bognor Regis, PO21 4DQ
Fax & Phone : 01243 266575

and The Editor is....

Andrew Sington, 16 Breeze
Road, Southport, PR8 2HG
Fax & Phone : 01704 562343

... to whom all articles for pub-
lication should be sent. Any
errors and mistakes are purely
due to the Editor's inexperi-
ence. The views expressed in
this Publication are not neces-
sarily the views of the R-RE C
or its Officials and who take no
responsibility for information
contained herein.

ALL OTHER COMMUNICA-
TIONS to the Secretary please!
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July, 1995

This, our third Twenty Newsletter, follows what was a
busy winter for some, and an opportunity for others to
catch-up on oft delayed letter and article writing. I am
much encouraged by the number of articles which have
arrived on my desk over the past few months, and I
hope that you will enjoy reading them as much as I have
in presenting them to you. Please keep them coming in
as we never have sufficient.

I must, in the first place, let you in on a secret. Even
Editors make mistakes. Not only did I refer to Eric and
Grace 'Payne' as 'Field' in the article Wet! Wet! Wet! (will
the new Grandma Jane Else ever speak to me again?),
but I also had a near expensive experience trying to sort-
out my front brakes. Perhaps you will benefit by my stu-

As is not unusual, the front brake cables of the 20' can
sag a little. Not a major problem so long as the servo is
correctly set-up. You can easily tell if things are OK
when, after returning from a reasonable run, both the
front and back brake hubs should be warm to the touch.
(Careful, they can be hot!) In my case, GOK65 was decid-
edly not a good stopper even after adjusting the settings
in the approved fashion. Ristes had done a beautiful job
de-seizing the servo but it was down to me to sort out
the four corners. In a hurry to get things done, I assumed
the cables had stretched, and without checking the
lengths, sent spare shackles to Ristes to be fitted with
new cables.

Back came shiny new cables which I then fitted after
fighting with the trays to get to the rear connections - but
they still sagged just like the originals which I refitted!
Why didn't I measure them?

Did you know there is an adjustable connecting rod
between the equaliser shaft under the front-seat and the
front-brake equaliser under the clutch bell-housing?
Well, neither did I, and it took no time to remove this lit-
tle demon, tighten by 2 turns and refit to remove the
slack in the front cables and to bring the front brakes
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back into service. The change to the length
of this rod does not alter the geometry of
the servo and has had quite a positive effect
on the front brakes.

If you think your front brakes would ben-
efit by this attention, don't hesitate to have a
crack, its quite simple and takes about 20
minutes. If you haven't got front brakes,
don't worry, Sir Henry didn't think they
were necessary -either!

On another 'front’, those of you who had
the pleasure of joining the 40+ Motor Cars
on the Brittany Rally may have noticed that
GOK65 was sporting what appeared to be
an original 1926 'Licence for a Mechanically
Propelled Vehicle', to give it its correct title.

A company called Earlswood
Reproduction has been set-up by Hugh
Ticknor, and we have been offered the
opportunity of supplying direct to you at
their Recommended Price for the first year
of registration of your Motor Car (so long as
it is between the years 1921 and 1974).
These Licences are, to all intents and pur-
poses, so true to the originals that I fancy
you would never know they were copies,
having undergone 34 printing processes.
Even the paper is as per the originals!

For those old enough, you will recall that
Tax Discs were originally for the calendar
year and these are true to this standard. The

stamp is non-specific for the year, and
rather like the originals, illegible! However,
the visual impression is absolutely first-
class, they are a great talking point and a
must for our Motor Cars.

If you want one of these, please just advise
me of your Motor Car's present colour (I
have all the other details as per the 20hp
Members List) and send me a cheque
payable to R-REC TVO £15.45 which
includes postage and packing, and I will
arrange the rest. This is the same as you
would pay if you 'went direct’. Please
remember that you should also have the
current Tax Disc on display.

Earlswood Reproductions have also spon-
sored a page in this issue of the Twenty
Newsletter, so please let me know if you
want something special for your car (per-
haps this would be appropriate for spous-
es/partners to buy for birthday or Xmas
presents?).

With regard to the special 20hp Technical
Seminar at the end of April which was can-
celled due to insufficient numbers, it is
hoped that this will not happen again as
there is such a pressing need for informa-
tion, and to delay this sort of event does no
service to our Motor Cars
and less to the hard-
pressed organisers. Come
on - give your support to
these sessions, they are so
valuable. Many have been
on more than one - and
that includes me - and
you meet such interesting
people and have a most
enjoyable weekend to
boot.

The new facilities at The
Hunt House are fabulous
and worthy of any hotel.
i The food is great and you

can really wind down in the most comfort-

able of surroundings.
As you can see, we have received sponsors
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for nearly all the pages for this issue of the
Twenty Newsletter and for which many
thanks. As well as advertisers, it is now
even more important that we continue to
receive sponsorship otherwise there will be
no further 20hp Newsletters - and with a
membership of over 200, this leaves many
members who could find this small pay-
ment - we need three full-page adverts (or
some half pages) and at least twelve spon-
sors per issue for printing plus four to cover
envelopes and postage.

One of the sponsors of this issue sent me a
lovely letter with his cheque, and 1 can't tell
you how touched I was to receive it. The
originator will know to whom I am refer-
ring and your cheque was greatly appreci-
ated - thank you also for your kind words,
after all, we all need encouragement when
the going gets tough, and trying to get a lit-
tle money in is the hardest fight of all.
Whilst Editorship is a labour of love, the
printing, envelopes and postage must still
be funded. A special thank-you to Ultraseal
International Limited who have sponsored
the postage for this issue of The 20hp
Newsletter. Please see their advertisement.

So, for Issue No 4 of The Twenty
Newsletter, contribute to it by sending your
articles and sponsoring a page - it's not
much to ask, is it? There are a couple of arti-
cles and Sponsors held-back for Issue No 4,
so please join the queue.

Having been up and running for over 12
months, the 20hp Register has set the
benchmark for other Registers. Whilst
Secretaries have been appointed for other
Model Registers, the 20hp Register has lead
the way. The support, interest and enthusi-
asm for the 20hp Register has been superb
with the true spirit of the Club and the
Register emerging with the recent visit to

IMPORTANT EVENT

The R-REC Northern Section have
arranged, in conjunction with Sefton
Metropelitan Borough Council, a Rolls-
Royce Exhibition in The Floral Hall, The
Promenade, SOUTHPORT from Friday,
July 14th to Sunday July 16th. There will be
many interesting Motor Cars such as
AX201 (THE Silver Ghost), the 10hp (at its
first public showing following a rebuild at P
and A Woods) and representation of almost
every model manufactured by The Company
- 22 Motor Cars in fact. Entrance is only
£2.50 per head and children under 12 years
Free. There is a raffle for a variety of prizes -
the top one being a Franklin Mint Model of
the R-R 10hp costing £120).

This public exhibition will also be covered by
BBC TV, Granada TV and National and
Regional newspapers - so be part of the fun,
support the Club and maybe become famous!
It will be a great day out, or even a short
weekend break for those further afield. It is
not unusual for Northern Members to travel
considerable mileage to support Club events,
so it would be a fine gesture if some of those
less local could make a special effort.
Southport is a beautiful Victorian sea-side
town offering the R-REC every support,
with first-class shopping facilities and a
beach which goes on for miles! Please use
your everyday motor cars as secure parking
facilities are limited.

Brittany.

Members whose 20hp Motor Cars were
not available for the event were offered
willing lifts by fellow Members and, in the
car park of Des Qrmes, many a bonnet was
lifted with offers of assistance to solve prob-
lems from Richard Barton, Tony James,
Graham Pearce and Richard Shaw (in alpha-
betical order so as to show no favouritism! - Ed)
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to name but a few. These four specifically
gave many an informal seminar for which
many thanks, and we all benefitted greatly.

It was a truly wonderful sight to see over
forty 20hp Motor Cars in the hotel car park,
but even more so to see them ‘on the move',
All cars ran pretty well trouble-free, but a
few cars could have benefitted from a little
less polishing and a little more mechanical
expertise. I only say this to get some of our
Members to the 20hp Technical Seminars -
as the Editor has said a number of times,
they are most useful.

As a finale to the Brittany Visit, over thirty
20hp Motor Cars appeared at the
Charterhouse South of England Rally - a
record turnout against the usual 5 or 6.

Unfortunately there are Club Members
who are still opposed to the Registers, who
fear they will split the Club, make Registers
elitist, take away from Section events, etc. I
feel they are very wrong. Motor Cars and
Members who had ceased to attend Events
are reappearing, their interest reawakened.
Motor Cars never before seen at Events are
turning up.

The splitting of the Club will only be
caused by this minority who oppose the
Registers without justification. It is they
who would create the split, not the
Registers. I personally feel that their fears
are groundless. As it is, Registers are only
permitted one event per year, so if you
want to meet your fellow Register friends,
you must do so at Section or Club Events
anyway.

Everyone is entitled to oppose and to con-
structively criticise, but please give all the
Registers a chance - they are for the benefit
of the Club and the Members. I believe they
are here to stay and, as proven by the 20hp
Register, they work and everyone benefits -
The Register Members, The Club and The
Sections. The turnout at Charterhouse was
yet another milestone. Please do not split
the Club by continued opposition, rather
welcome the Registers which makes for a
stronger and more interesting Club.

Membership of the 20hp Register contin-

ues to grow with many 1923 20hp Motor
Cars having been added to the list. If you
know of any 20hp's not registered, please
try to get the owners to join, and if they do
not so wish, please try to get their name
and the chassis number so that we can
build up a complete record of as many
20hp Motor Cars as we can.

Recently GWLS appeared at auction - low
mileage, 2 owners and stored for many
years. It has been off the road for some time
and is completely original. With its registra-
tion number EB 7418 - perhaps a gentle hint
for our President to acquire!

The 20hp Newsletter continues to flour-
ish, but we now need advertisers as well as
page sponsors. Please support Andrew in
this publication as it does cost money to
produce and your support is vital for both
quality and quantity.

The Brittany Visit was such a success that,
due to overwhelming demand, the
Lakeland Visit has been postponed as the
overall feeling of members is that they
would prefer to visit Europe for their holi-
day. Consequently 1996 will be a return
visit to Brittany but with a different itiner-
ary based at Hotel Dumaine des Ormes.

Our new annual date for the one Register
Event we are allowed will in future years
commence the Sunday of the South of
England Rally (ie attending the Rally before
departing for the holiday in the evening).
This Rally is usually the 2nd Sunday in
May. However, if the Rally falls on the 3rd
Sunday in May, the 20hp Register Event
will commence on the previous Saturday
and finish at the South of England Rally as
this year.

The 1996 Brittany Visit will commence
Saturday 11th May to Saturday 18th May
returning in time for the South of England
Rally at Christ's Hospital, Horsham on
Sunday 19th May. The booking form is
enclosed, and after 28 days from date of
posting, the event will then be offered to
ALL Club Members in ANY Club Car, so
please book early to be sure of a place. You
will see that there is a very slight increase

against 1995, but that is to be expected
these days, and includes:

@® 5 Nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast at
Hotel Dumaine des Ormes inc Gala
Dinner.

® Tour of local Chateaux (different ones
to 1995) + traditional Breton Lunch.

® ONLY ONE Civic Reception.

® Two lunches included whilst in
Brittany.

® Visits to Dinan, Rennes, and St Malo.

@ Coach trip to Citroen Car Factory and
then on to a Motor Museum.

® A Free Day.

® Afternoon Tea each day in Des Ormes
(The Compliments of Ristes of
Nottingham).

® Sccurity Guards whilst at Hotel
Dumaine des Ormes.

® Return Brittany Ferry with cabin each
way and of course Dinner outbound
and lunch inbound.

I understand there is already a record entry
of 20hp Motor Cars for the Euro Rally in
Sweden this September - when I last spoke
to Eri, 8 of the 30 entrants were 20's. Make a
note for 1996 when the Euro Rally will be in
Northern France - just a short hop across
the Channel. The whisper is that it is
DEAUVILLE.

In future, it is hoped that the 20hp
Technical Seminars will be in the latter part
of the year (after the season) so problems

you have to sort-out will benefit by you
attending The Hunt House.

If you are looking for a 20hp or have one
for sale, please let me know, it will be treat-
ed confidentially. I am occasionally told of
Motor Cars for sale and requested for infor-
mation regarding possible purchases. If you
are one of the very few who disposes of a
20hp, please try to get the name and
address etc of the new owner for both the
Club and the Register.

On the 3rd September at Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock, there will be a celebration of
'30 Years of the Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow
and Bentley T1'. This was the most success-
ful Motor Car ever produced by the
Company so please come along and pay
homage to your 'young brother'. You will
have a good day out, meet fellow Club
Members and see many models of R-R and
B. Entry forms either from your Section
Secretary or me.

Hot off the Press from the Annual Rally at
Althorp.....In sections open to all-comers -
the Driving Test on the Saturday....1st John
Dixon (20hp), 2nd Robin Mason (20hp), 3rd
Ben Grew (20hp). Our Editor also got 1st in
the Etat (with his 20hp)! Fabulous results
and congratulations to all. Also a tremen-
dous 20hp turnout for what proved to be a
beautiful day and will be reported upon
fully in Issue No 4.

or a pair of wellington boots!

_ﬂ This Page Sponsored by Ken Smedley of Burford, Oxon.

f The Winning Caption for the photograph in the last issue: N
Sheep : How would you like me to stand on your dinner?

Passenger : You'd better move back or I'll have you for dinner! .

This was sent in by Jane and David Else, and the prize is either a leg of Welsh lamb

Granville Angell - Lord of Cannock, came a good second with:

Sheep : It's cold enough in these Dales for the temperature gauge o drop quickly!
Passenger : Brrr! Yes, I can see the need for a good woollen jumper.

Unfortunately, I am having problems getting the funds from The Hunt House for the
kWelsh lamb, so I regret no 2nd prize either - Ed. J

This Page Sponsored by Peter Bibby of Chapel-en-le-Frith, Derbyshire.
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By Andrew and Sally Sington

For those who have the luxury of the
Channel on their doorsteps, a trip to
Brittany is not a major exercise, but for a
number of us, we first had to get to
Portsmouth, a trip of some 300 miles. The
Motor Car being what it is, proudly got us
there without mishap and with only slightly
ruffled hair.

We had a rendez-vous with Peter and
Eleanor Young at Woodstock for lunch on
Saturday, and then made for the South
coast in convoy. Once within shouting dis-
tance of the ferry, we decided that tea was
called-for, and as we had failed to find a
‘cafe’ in Bishops Waltham, we gate-crashed
a wonderful steam rally just outside
Waterlooville - to be met at the gate by an
aging boy scout with 'Where have you
been, we've been expecting you since
10.30 this morning' which somewhat con-
fused us. Anyway, we promised not to take
all their trophies and made a dash for the
tea tent. Much refreshed, Peter went off dri-
sz

ving a 1926 Steam Roller (see picture) and
Sally disappeared into the Red Cross Tent
with a nose bleed! Would things get better
or worse?

We were met at the ferry terminal by anoth-
er tea wagon, and the loading onto the ferry
was very well organised. No sooner where
we ensconced in our cabins, than it was
time for our Reception given by Brittany
Ferries, followed by a wonderful dinner with
the compliments of Brittany Ferries and our
host Graham Smith and his charming part-
ner Nikki.

The crossing was calm and enjoyable and
we could not fault our treatment - it was
nothing short of ‘Royal'. What a way to start
a holiday. (You won't get us through the
Chunnel).

Up at some ridiculous hour, and off the boat
at 8.10 local time to be met by....rain.
Never mind, it was less than an hour to Des
Ormes, check-in and breakfast. By
11.00am we were off on the first of our flag-

2x1926 R-R 20’s + 1x1926 Steam Roller. Who can identify the Roller?

Michael Zeitlin's GXL44 + Barker Replacement body-a fine carriage for Tony & Mary James.

_ﬁ This Page Sponsored by Neil Richardson of London SW20 .

flying visits, this to Fougeres, and the first
Civic Reception.

All the Motor Cars were carefully lined-up in
a small car park, and the locals were out
‘en masse'. We walked to the Hotel de Ville
for a champagne and chocolate biscuit
reception arranged by Mme Marie-Yvonne
Caillere, the ajoint de Maire, and then we all
went our own way for Sunday lunch. Why
do we always fail to find the main centres?
As we had by now joined up with Libby and
Tony Lambert, the six of us went in search
of Roast Beef and Yorkshire pudding! What
we did find was a real local non-touristy
restaurant and we dined well.

Now you have to believe me when | say we
didn't drink much, but the fact that Sally
then map-read all three of us up a single-
track dead-end lane into a farmyard must
be blamed on something. Maybe the fact
that the road into Combourg was closed
had something to do with it. Anyway, the
farmer was quite surprised at the sight of
three of the finest Motor Cars in the world
whispering.up 'his' drive, performing the

perfect full circle and then proceeding down
it again. | don't think he will ever regain his
composure!

We eventually returned to Des Ormes along
the most delightful and quiet roads imagin-
able. We were to get used to these as
Brittany is primarily an agricultural region,
and to come across traffic is most unusual
(unless you were French and suddenly
found yourself surrounded by all these mad
Brits in their old cars!).

We must say that there was one thing we
will all remember about the Hotel, and that
was the staff headed up by Oliver Millions
as Director, and Silvi at Reception. | have
never been to an hotel where all the staff
were wonderful. Always smiling and nothing
was too much trouble. This was not a 5-star
hotel but a recently built 3-star golfers hotel,
and they all made every possible effort to
make our stay as comfortable as possible.
Monday was, for some, a trip to Dol and St
Malo, but we joined Tony and Libby
Lambert in their lovely H J Mulliner Fabric
Saloon and, with Peter and Eleanor Young

This Page Sponsored by Peter D Price of Woldingham, Surrey
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in convoy, a trip to Cancale via Mont Dol
(an inland and mini-version of Mont St
Michael) was planned.

Once at Cancale, the moules and the oys-
ters had to be seen to be believed, so was
the bill for the coffee! We then carried-on up
the coast and experienced fabulous views,
quiet roads and exhilarating driving. Tea
and coffee every afternoon at Des Ormes
was with the compliments of Ristes, and
most welcome it was too! Thank you Steve
Lovett.

Tuesday dawned, and the weather looked
questionable and we were not to be disap-
pointed. A drive to the picturesque town of
Dinan, a Civic Reception in the presence of

John McGlynn's 20hp Barker Tourer GDK21
opposite Mont St Michael - awaiting the tide?

M. Rene Benoit - Maire (more champagne
and chocolate biscuits) followed by torren-
tial rain. You have heard of French plumb-
ing - well the quaint streets were rivers a
foot deep. We managed to find a restaurant
opposite the Hotel de Ville and lunch was
partaken. Afterwards, David Else didn't let
the side down either: he simply took off his
shoes and socks, rolled up his trousers and
waded into the torrent! Obviously a nautical

man!

After lunch we had to congregate the cars
opposite the Hotel de Ville for the locals to
pass judgement on these unusual English
visitors and their funny cars. Eventually
back to Des Ormes, tea and dinner. Not the
best of weather, but a fun day all round.
Wednesday started with a photo-call at the
Chateau Des Ormes after which we
trouped-off to Le Chateau de la
Bourbansais to be met by a demonstration
of deer hounds. To us dog lovers, this was
a wonderful demonstration, but it wasn't
everyones cup of tea. The Chateau was
unusual in that the apartments we saw
were, in the most part, original. The Comte
de Lorgeril who showed us round is a direct
descendant of the original owner from the
17th Century and he lives here with his
family for part of the year, supported by the
Ancient Monuments Commission (will they
support our Rolls-Royce Cars too please?).
The afternoon was a visit to two other
Chateaux, one of which was something out
of 'Lancelot and Guinevere'. We parked in
the courtyard with grass 2 feet high, but
there were no complaints as this helped to
clean our chassis, and the champagne wel-
come went down a treat. The other
Chateau - Des Ormes - was in wonderful
condition and a joy to see and the welcome
from Monsieur et Madame Chenais was
delightful.

Thursday took us to Dinard, a beautiful port
and town. The weather was glorious and
we congregated in the Market Place prior to
a Mayoral Reception and Lunch at the
Hotel de Ville. There was also a competition
for the most originally decorated Spirit of
Ecstasy, and there certainly was some orig-
inality! Whilst we had the Champagne
Reception and fabulous Lunch, there was
no-Mayor (M. Marius Mallet) due to his

_ﬁ This Page Sponsored by Earlswood Reproductions - see Editorial

electioneering. However, as Peter Baines
had prepared a speech specially for the
occasion, in his own inimitable fashion, he
was going to deliver it.

In true Clochmerle fashion, the 'Mayor' was
invited in and at first we thought him a little
Bohemian. Peter gave his speech in first-
class French and presented the 'Mayor'
with an R-REC trophy to add to the cham-
pagne he had drunk. As nothing was going
to stop Peter from making his speech, the
gardener had been commandeered to
receive it. | would have loved to have been
a fly on his wall when he explained all that
to his wife or mother or whoever when he
went home slightly worse for wear!

Friday was St Malo with the Motor Cars
parked in front of the main gates to the old
town and the morning free to wander. A fas-
cinating place to stroll the little streets and
drink in the ambiance and the coffee. After
lunching at wherever we fancied (crepes for
us, others went the whole hog and seriously
hit the sea-food with glowing reports), we
convoyed from St Malo to the private
chateau and occasional home of Jacques
Chauveau and his charming wife and family.
We were met in a small meadow beside the
chateau and then walked to the house to be
greeted by copious quantities of bubbly, G
and T's, fresh orange juice, nuts and crisps
etc. What a reception and what a lovely visit
to almost end the week. However, the
‘piece de resistance' was the reception that
evening at the Chateau Des Ormes where
we had a sumptuous buffet followed by a
most unexpected laser show and firework
display.

There is no doubt we were treated to the
most generous of Breton hospitality wher-
ever we went and our Motor Cars were
much admired - and we were on both local
and National TV as well as receiving press

Peter Baines in full flight and 'The Mayor’ at
the Dinard Hotel de Ville.

coverage. Fame at last!

Our Brittany Ferry back to Portsmouth was
again without equal, and after another
reception of champagne and canapés, a
lunch of gargantuan proportions followed
(all with the compliments of Brittany
Ferries), and then we were given a special
fashion show by some of the Stewards.
They obviously had fun, and we enjoyed it
immensely. Brittany Ferries had retained
one of the stern decks for our sole use, and
as the sun shone (on the righteous?) most
of us snoozed away the effects of the lunch
and acquired suntans worthy of a
Caribbean cruise.

From our observations, everyone had a fab-
ulous time, much of it due to the impecca-
ble planning by Keith Jay, and | am sure |
am joined by all in a very big 'thank you'.
1996 in Brittany (See Secretary's Notes).

This Page Sponsored by Barry Harris of Bristol, Avon
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Post Script - Home should have been an 8
hour drive, but GOK65 decided to boil all
the way from Newbury to Southport, and
almost 11 hours later (and 15 stops for
water) we arrived home. Had | known we
were to use so much water (about 50 gal-
lons) | would have bought a Stanley

o §§§§‘§

By David Mitchell

The winter of '63 was a particularly
severe one over most of the country,
and Shropshire was no exception. Days
and nights of unremitting frost had
resulted in skating on the Meres, and
even on stretches of The Severn at
Shrewsbury, while frequent falls of
snow that those of us who had to drive
through every day acquired, with
experience, the ability to cope with
roads which were treated with grit
rather than salt.

During this cold spell, we received an
invitation to a party. I knew from expe-
rience that the ingredients would be

Steamer! | have since taken the radiator off,
turned it upside down and flushed it out.
Not only did the usual detritus come out,
but great lumps of rubber from a gasket
from inside the radiator cap lost probably 15
years ago. A quick run after reconstruction
and all seems OK. See you at Althorp DV.

e s

A little jewel in the country - the Chateau of Jacques Chauveau and his family.

.

traditional jazz, pretty girls and plenty
to drink: an evening NOT to be missed.
However, things are never simple, and
on the Saturday of the party we sold a
particularly expensive hi-fi system and
delivery and installation was required
that evening, so this had to be accom-
plished on our way to the party. In
those days, my father didn't like to see
company vehicles running about late at
night, so under the circumstances, I felt
it preferable to use 'Victoria', (our
20HP Shooting Brake) which we had
owned for nearly 6 years and was at
that time our daily transport. There

_m This Page Sponsored by John McGlynn of Blackpool, Fylde.

was ample room behind the seats for
all the equipment, so off we set from
Bayston Hill for Wellington, some 12
miles distance, at about 7.00pm.

The temperature was then some 24F (-
3C) and the wind coming from the east
at about 30mph and just starting to
snow. We reached the customers house
and eventually emerged at around
9.30pm to 6" of snow and a raging bliz-
zard!

Returning towards Shrewsbury with
the wind behind us, we made steady
progress until it became apparent that
we were the only car on the road, and
alone in the world! We continued
towards Atcham and were confronted
by a policemen in the middle of the
road, flagging us down. The light of
the headlights presented a surrealist
sight, his front being white with snow
from head to foot, and he informed us
that the road ahead was closed, many
vehicles abandoned and a Jaguar dri-
ver in need of a lift to Shrewsbury. "Mr
Plod' seemed surprised that we were
progressing so well and asked if we
could help - we agreed.

As our friends were giving the party
in the northern outskirts of
Shrewsbury, the shortest route was to
take a favourite short-cut between the
A5 and A49. It had always been my
intention to take this road and I saw no
reason to be put off by a bit of snow. I
made the turn and explained my
actions to our back-seat passenger and
then realised from his spluttering
protest and look of sheer horror that he
thought he was clearly in the hands of

a mad fool, bent on burying us all in a
snow drift. However, I knew the road
well, it was largely flat and 'Vicky' was
going well. As the road narrowed and
the drifts encroached further, I was
aware of Sheila giving me the odd anx-
ious glance and a twinge of doubt crept
in. There was only one incline of any
significance over a railway bridge, and
as we approached, I gave the car every-
thing she had.

As they say, 'everything' meant
35mph, and the picture which remains
most vivid in my memory is 'Vicky'
bursting through a mountainous snow-
drift and throwing up a huge cloud of
snow which blotted-out our nearside
lights, but thankfully the momentum
carried us to the crest of the bridge and
down the other side.

We dropped our passenger off at a
main bus stop and then went on to
enjoy the party which fully lived-up to
expectations.

Our faithful 20" performed faultlessly
every day during that atrocious winter,
without antifreeze and frequently with
shutters closed in temperatures of sin-
gle figures fahrenheit (-8C), and after
the thaw, the pot holes gave both steer-
ing and suspension plenty to do.

Some years later, on the night of the
'69 Measham Rally, 'Vicky' had further
snow adventures, but that's another
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