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20hp Register “Weekend” in Arduaine, Argyll, Scotland
Sunday 13 June — Thursday 17 June 2010

Sir William Lithgow (Bill) has volunteered to organise a rally based on Arduaine in
Argyll on the west coast of Scotland. Bill has veteran and vintage cars (including a RR
20hp doctor’s coupé) and has organised rallies in Argyll for the Veteran Car Club. June
is the best time for long evenings, good weather, and fewest midges, and we start on
Sunday because the better Argyll hotels are reserved for weekend wedding parties. The
4-day rally finishes on Thursday, allowing us two days to pop down to Rockingham
Castle for Friday evening at the Annual Rally (about 400 miles from the hotel).

The Loch Melfort hotel is a fine country house hotel between Oban and Lochgilphead,
overlooking the sea loch and the Sound of Jura. http://www.lochmelfort.co.uk It is next to
Arduaine Garden, a National Trust of Scotland property. Bill proposes three days of touring
through the magnificent scenery of Argyll, visits to historic and interesting places with (he
potential to island hop.

The total cost has not yet been finalised, but the hotel has offered a good rate of £90 per person
for dinner, bed and breakfast. The overall cost per couple sharing will be £720 plus any ferry
trips, entry fees, lunches, evening entertainment and any other expenses. Say £850 per couple
maximum. There is a £20 pppn surcharge for single occupancy.

Access The hotel is about 100 miles from Glasgow, and 200 miles from Aberdeen and
Carlisle. There are ferries from Larne, Northern Ireland, to Troon, Stranraer and Cairnryan,

Reservations We have reserved just 20 rooms, so please apply now.

Hotel and view of Loch Melfort

Arduaine

IFor further information and an
application form please email or phone
the Registrar.
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Cover Photograph

The car is from 1926 and the building from 2006; two contrasting examples
of engineering excellence and design flair. The photograph was taken by
Nigel Tucker earlier this year while he and his wife Katharine were on a
Spring Rally to Spain, organised by European Routes for Leisure. Perhaps
surprisingly, the building in the background is a hotel - the ultra-modern
Marqués de Riscal at Elciego in the Rioja Region. The hotel was designed
by Frank O Gehry who also designed the Guggenheim Museum of Bilbao.
Elciego is only three miles from Laguardia where the 20hp Register will be
staying next May.

Nigel and Katharine have an eclectic collection of vintage and classic cars,
and use them for touring. Their 1926 20hp GOK 15 started life as a Hooper
landaulette. The late Thomas Love who owned the famous 1904 Rolls-
Royce 10hp car bought it in 1978 and rebuilt it as a doctor’s coupé. The
Tuckers bought it in 2006, and have since used it on rallies to Le Mans
(2006), the Loire Valley (2007), Belgium and Germany (2008), and Spain
(2009). They also participated in the recent 20 hp rally to Cambridge.

See page 23 for more details of the car’s history, and an account of Nigel and
Katharine’s rally to Spain.
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Editorial and Readers’ Letters

Welcome to new RREC 20hp owners (with apologies for any inadvertent
omissions)

A Cox, London, GVO 74 Barker limousine

H Kennis, Holland, GZK 5 T&M brougham

B Carr, Solihull, GAJ 10 Van den Plas open tourer

E S Overtal, Essex, GFN 25 Cockshoot limousine

A Smith, Lancashire, 74AP A Mulliner % coupe

Derek Illingworth, Sweden/Majorca, GYL 55 Cockshoot cabriolet (see
photographs page 35)

George Bond, Plymouth, GEN 28 Barker sedanca de ville

Paul Maksimczyk, Bristol, 90KO chassis only (see letter page 7)

Denis Dowdall, co. Wicklow Ireland, GTM 3 Hooper limousine

Fred and Joy Kilpatrick have sold their Barker-style tourer GA28 (see
photograph on back cover of Newsletter 15). The new owner does not appear to
be an RREC member.
Alfredo Ronchi from Milan is planning to buy a “lost” 20hp, GPK 75, with its
original Park Ward saloon body. According to Fasal, its first owner was Princess
Imeretinski. If anyone has information on the history of this car, Alfredo would be
delighted to hear from you.

Email: alfredo.ronchi@polimi.it | alfredo.ronchi@medicif.org
Clive Boorman has sold his T&M limousine GYK 4 (see Newsletter 21, and this
Newsletter page 6)
Terry Davis has sold his 20hp Park Ward landaulette GFN 48 and bought a
Barker Pullmam limousine 20/25 GDP 7. “It is simply gorgeous.”
Graham Tyson has sold his 1923 Charlesworth tourer 68H4 and bought a Silver
Ghost chassis for restoration. “.. the car is going out of the UK. It is being
shipped over to an Italian [living in] in Germany..”

Forthcoming Events

Spanish Pyrenees Rally, 9 - 25 May 2010. Just a couple of places left

Scotland Argyll Rally, 13 - 17 June 2010. See details inside front cover

Annual Rally, 18 - 20 June 2010. On the Sunday we will have our usual
impressive line up of cars, and ever-popular lunch time social gathering and picnic
Technical Seminar, 18 - 19 September 2009. At the Hunt House, 20hp, 20/25
and 25/30

Technical help and discussion - 20hp cars

An addition to the list given in Newsletter 21: Ben Grew has offered to discuss

prices with members wanting to buy or sell second hand spare parts. Bear in mind

that the price asked for a used spare depends very much on its rarity, condition,
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and on how anxious you are to buy or sell quickly! Ben is a long-term 20hp
owner, and has years of experience in organising the Spares Tent at the Annual
Rally.

John Eastwood, Staffordshire (mechanical, tuning) 01283 790442 — early evg
(John also offers practical help, for which he charges an hourly rate.)

David Else, North Wales (mechanical, electrical) 01492 531584 evg
elsedavid@talk21.com

Ben Grew, Essex (spares prices) 01702 476982 evg ben@brewb.fsnet.co.uk
Tod Marshman, Devon (originality, tools) 01805 804352  flies@turrall.com
David Mead, Sussex (mechanical, electrical, instruments) 01892 661140

If anyone else is willing to help fellow 20hp Register members, please contact the
Registrar. . '

Y 0 s
Crarianm iate Folioxd 9ISt 37735

20hp Register of Members and Cars

I am pleased to be able to report that the new booklet “20hp Register of Members
and Cars” has been sent to everyone who requested one via the membership form.
The booklet gives Register members’ contact details and lists all 20hp cars
currently owned by RREC members. The cars are indexed by registration number,
- chassis ~ numbers  and
country; Register members
can contact each other, and
look up the owner of any
RREC 20hp they see on the
road or come across in a
publication. The last 20hp
Register booklet was issued
as long ago as 2001, and as
with any such document
there may be errors and
some out-of-date
information.  Please send
corrections and suggestions
to the Registrar. The
Register booklet can be
updated regularly, if the
membership wishes.

If you have not received a copy, then either you have not sent in a Register
membership form, or I have made a mistake for which I apologise in advance! To
join the Register and receive a copy of the Register booklet, please complete the
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magenta form enclosed with this Newsletter and return it to the Registrar. Your
contact details will appear in the next edition.

The last (yellow) registration forms were sent out in May 2008, and thanks to the
generosity of our members the resulting donations have paid for four editions of
the newsletter and the material costs of running the Register. To ensure
publication of future Newsletters and Register booklets, it is essential that
everyone who has not done so recently renews their membership. Please check
your entry in the Register booklet and use the form to make corrections, and
update car details, email addresses etc if these have changed. Please send the
magenta form even if there are no changes, so that I have a record of your
donation.

Remember, the RREC is a club for RR enthusiasts, not just owners. Likewise, any
Member of the RREC who is also a 20hp enthusiast can join our Register, whether
they have a 20hp or not.

Some members have been extremely generous to the Register and they deserve
extra special acknowledgment and thanks; I would like to assure everyone that all
money donated will be used for the benefit of the 20hp Register members.

Feedback, Cars and Owners

Email from Jenny Johnson, June 2009: Many thanks for the May edition
of the 20hp Newsletter. We note the interesting article on Clive Boorman's
GYK 4 and its history. We have discovered it was owned by my late father J
Arthur Whitmarsh in 1985/86, but not for the 11 year period as being
described. He suffered a stroke in September 1986 which hospitalised him
until his death in August 1989, and we know he was not in possession of it
during that time. I am doing some more research, as I have been rummaging
and found several photos of the car GYK 4 with dad behind the wheel.

Email from Jenny Johnson, October 2009: I haven't been able to find any
further information on GYK 4 other than the details I sent you a while ago. I
have 3 photos of the car with father behind the wheel; two in black and white
and one in colour. The article, by Clive Boorman states that the original
colour was blue and black, and one picture proves it was still in its original
colours in 1985.

Letter from Clive Boorman, October 2009: I look forward to your next
Newsletter, I find they are full of interesting topics, but the bad news is I sold
GYK 4 this week whilst exchanging it for a Phantom II. I think I still qualify to be
a member of the Register as I still own the original engine to GYK 4 (see
Newsletter 21). The car was sold with the replacement engine G1408 which was
originally fitted to GPK 61 which was a saloon by the Regent Carriage Company.
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It is my intention in the not too distant future to buy another 20hp but I have this
strong feeling that I only want two brakes and a centre gear change with a three
speed gearbox on my next 20 hp.

[Thanks, Clive, and you are most welcome to continue your membership!]

Email from Nic Moller (see advertisement on back page, and Newsletter 18): As
in most businesses, the economic crisis has also hit our island, but because we
cater more to Europeans than Americans, the effect has not been too severe -
although certainly worrisome. Right now we are Upstate New York in the most
beautiful autumn weather, with bright golden and red colors in the woods. But a
few days ago, the first snow of the year put a thick layer of the white stuff on all
the colorful leaves which did not like it very much. The cold weather has made
the leaves fall earlier than normal, but we hope they will hang on for a little while
yet.

Email from Paul Maksimezyk: ... concerning my chassis 90KO0; it is a bit of an
incomplete old thing having been cannibalised for spares by Cecil Bendall many
years ago. It is rather rough, but eminently restorable, although it has lost its
original engine and gearbox. It is one of the first chassis to have the coil on the
timing wheel cover rather than on the rocker cover, so the 1926 engine I have
should look OK I have a three speed box but it is unfortunately of the wrong type.
I desperately need to find the earlier type with the handbrake lever on the
passenger's side. It was originally a Hooper Landaulette. I have managed to
obtain a good low column, which will enable me to create the two-seater tourer
with dicky that I intend it to become. I am really at the “collect the missing bits”
stage at present. I bought the chassis from Eric Hillyard a few years ago.

[If anybody can help, please contact Paul: paulmak@hotmail.co.uk ]

Letter from Jim Kelso, NSW Australia: ... thank you for the insertion of the
details of the General Arrangement disc and Index, produced for the SHRF (sce
Newsletter 21). We have had quite a lot of interest from readers of the newsletter
and many orders.

[Unfortunately there was a typographical error in the email address given for
David Vann. It should have been david.jeanvann@bigpond.com ie with a dot in
the name.]

Getting bank drafts out here is usually a difficult and expensive business. Is it
possible that contributions to the cost of producing the newsletter could be
effected by credit card?

[Credit card is probably the cheapest and easiest method of making payments to
the RREC from outside the UK. Phone, email or fax card details to Jaclyn Smith
at the Hunt House, and emphasise it is for a donation the the 20hp Register! It is
advisable not to disclose all your credit card details on one email. Divide up the
information into two or three separate emails.]

The following two communications relate to the Belgium Rally (see Jane Else’s
report, page 9). 7



Email from Shon Ffowces Williams: I know that my car is no stranger to rallying
but there never can have been a rally as good as the recent Belgian Bash. The car
was very much admired and performed beautifully during the three weeks we
roamed the continent. Of course it had the minor attention-grabbing antics of a
thoroughbred. It blew an exhaust gasket on the way home to the great delight of
mechanics, who had no difficulty diagnosing the problem, but to the consternation
of my wife who failed to find the French words for either exhaust or gasket. We
do have fun with our car. We covered 2345 miles with an average petrol
consumption of 17.8mpg. The car threw a pint of oil every 140 miles of French
roads. Its water consumption was nil. It seems a shame to take the engine to bits
when it goes so well so I'm tussling with myself over whether we stop the
squandering of oil by having the engine rebuilt before another trip. Incidentally,
the car likes cruising best at around 50mph and gets quite unhappy if we ask it to
exceed 50mph. It loves French roads whether it is being driven by me or my wife.
[Shon and Ann radiate fun, whether they are driving, eating, drinking or talking.
There must be a word in Welsh for our good old English expression, joie de vivre?
Hwyl?]

Email from Dennis and Janice Eickhoff (California): Attached as a PDF is a
copy of an article covering the RREC's 20hp Register Belgian Rally which
appeared in the RROC San Diego Region's newsletter The Silver Coast News.
Janice and I thoroughly enjoyed our time with the 20hp Register members during
your magnificent rally. The scenery was magnificent, the food was outstanding,
the cars were fun and the RREC members were warm and engaging. We now
understand how this can become an addictive annual event. Our thanks to you and
the 20 hp register members for a wonderful week.

[1f vou would like Dennis’s PDF forwarded, please email the Registrar.]

The following two emails relate to RR archives available on the internet.

Email from John Whetton: http://www.realcar.co.uk/cars_sold.htm

[ am currently observing the newly constructed archive 'Cars Sold' section on Real
car Co website and making corrections on it for Ray Arnold. It is a most
impressive record, I have to say, illustrating the basket cases, the bargepole items
and the truly magnificent cars that have passed through their hands. You will see
the faux wood 20hp about 2/3rds of the way down the 2008 page. Perhaps a
paragraph in your next newsletter directing members to browse this particular
section? They might even find their own car listed therein. My 20/25 Hooper
sports saloon, GAU 135 is there, as purchased by me in 1999,

Sent by John McQuay, Australia: a link http://rroc.org.au/register/20hp/

The RROC Australia has a comprehensive, public access database on all Rolls-
Royce cars, including technical service sheets, photographs of cars, components
and tools, and historical information. Enter John’s link, and the index page for the
20hp section of the database will appear as shown below:
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RROC(A) Twenty Horsepower Data Archive
Provided by the RROCY4) 20HP Registrar, Bob Clarke.

Australian 20HPs in pictures
Dashboards

Drawings

Instrument Gauges
Literature

Coachbuilder Name Plates
20HP Parts in pictures
Period Picnic Sets
Technical Articles

Tools

Other Twenties
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Email from David Styles: (sce also page 33) I bought a radiator to use whilst my
original one was re-cored and it has been excellent; the seller told me it had been
in his garage for more than 20 years as a spare in case of need. It is now for sale
and is still on the car so that it can be viewed working. Price is £3000, complete
with horizontal shutters. Davidjanstyles(@aol.com

Email from Brian Elliott: (see Newsletter 21, page 14) The only thing T have
done to my 20 is get the radiator repaired. Spencer radiators near Hereford have
done the work and it is superb. A new header tank has been made, using the old as
template, and new core. This means I still have a rounded edged one, as original.
They made a template to manufacture the shutters so if anyone needs shutters, they
are the people.

Email from Alan Murcott: Alan reports that he cut the rims from four 19"
diameter wheels, because he needed the hubs to make 21" wheels. So he has four
19" rims for sale. They are in good condition. alan@patalan.co.uk

Wandering through Wallonia - The 20hp Rally to the Belgian Ardennes
by Jane Else

(Photographs on page 15-17, and Bulletin 297)

The Belgian songwriter Jacques Brel, described his homeland as ‘le plat pays’ which
conjures up the picture of a dull uninteresting place. However, if the first three letters of
‘Belgium’ are considered, something beautiful springs to mind and encourages one to
look further. Tom Jones’ 20hp Rally did just that. Twenty 20hps, a 20/25, a Phantom I,
a 32 litre Bentley, a Shadow I, a Silver Wraith II, a Bentley Turbo R and a Silver Spirit
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II rallied to the call and ventured forth in early July on a drive of discovery to find
there’s more to Belgium than the flatness of Flanders. I must make mention here that
Chas Vyse’s 20/25 behaved badly not long after setting out. With a quick luggage
transfer Chas and Joan joined us in an alternative! The Murcotts, too, had problems with
more than enough punctures en route but ‘nil desperandum’ they hired a car and were at
Bouillon before the rest of us.

Wallonia is the name given to the southern half of Belgium which encompasses the
Belgian Ardennes. It is an area rich in contrasts; the largest oak and beech forest in
Europe; dense forests of pine and fir where the scent of resin hangs in the air and where
sunlight filters through the pale green birches. This is a land of legend, lakes, rolling
hills, wooded valleys, old stone bridges over meandering rivers, picturesque castles,
mighty forts and historic towns with pretty squares. Our base for the week was the
Hotel de la Poste at Bouillon, situated on the banks of the Semois river and dominated
by the great medieval fortress from which Godfrey of Bouillon set out on the First
Crusade in 1096. The hotel was an excellent choice. After all, what was good enough
for Napoleon I1I on a two night stopover in September 1870 must be good enough for
the 20hp gang! It was in the heart of the town with easy access to the countryside and
had secure garage parking.

Having reached our destination by different routes we met up for a very happy reunion
and welcome party for new faces on the first evening. The Webbs brought friends
Dennis and Janice Eikhoff from California and the Murcotts brought friends Roger and
Jennifer Adams, Whether the experience inspires them to buy a ‘Twenty’ remains to be
seen! Our meal was a sample of things to come; Belgian cuisine is not diet friendly so
from here on we all stopped counting calories until back home! The evening ended with
a fine fireworks display across the river, courtesy of the locals who, in colourful
costumes and grotesque masks had been celebrating one of the many festivals held
throughout the region. Tom’s timing is faultless!

For the following days we were given three routes we might like to follow and soak up
the atmosphere of the Ardennes. The first took us through the Forét de Chiny to
Neufchdteau with its attractive architecture and Griffon tower, the last remnant of the
medieval castle that gave the place its name. Having crossed the Semois at Chiny we
followed its course to Florenville where torrential rain dictated that a look at the famous
Abbaye d’Orval could be left until the weekend when we would be joined by the
Belgium-Luxembourg Section whose plan was for us to have a guided tour. The route
continued along the river and as we crossed the bridge near Herbeumont a splendid
viaduct came into view carrying the old railway, a reminder that in the mid 19"C the
building of the railroad played a key role in the boom that occurred in Belgium’s coal
and iron industries. While on the subject of railways it is interesting to note that in 1865
Belgian Georges Nagelmackers first envisaged a train that would cross a continent on a
continuous line for more than 1,500 miles. During a trip to America he saw the
innovations in railway travel there and was determined to realise his vision. In 1883
Nagelmackers” ‘Compagnie Internationale de Wagons-Lits’ established a route from
Paris to Istanbul. Newspapers called it the “Orient Express.” Nagelmackers embraced
the name and the rest is history!

We continued past the 12"C castle ruins at Herbeumont to climb the forest road with
viewpoints at the Roches de Dampire revealing the river below and the wild undulating
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countryside. From here we drove to Botassart where the viewpoint reveals one of the
most typical and well-known views of the Semois. The river forms a magnificent
meander round a long wooded hill called Tombeau du Géant.

Our second route took us through the picturesque village of Corbion, crossing the river
at Poupehan and driving onward and upward to Rochehaut with its views down to the
river encircling a promontory surrounded by meadows and the houses of Frahan built in
terraces up the hillside. Once at Vresse-sur-Semois we were in ‘what was once an
important tobacco growing area. Typical wooden tobacco drying sheds can be seen on
the way to Bohan. It was started in 1855 by retired schoolteacher Joseph Pierret in spite
of jibes by his father-in-law, “Better sow grain for your children and quit growing such a
bad plant!” The industry grew and the valley nicknamed “Little Cuba”. There were still
nine growers in the valley of the Semois in 1995 but only three are in operation today.
From Vresse we drove north through Beauraing to Dinant, birthplace of Adolphe Sax,
inventor of the saxophone. Dinant stands in a remarkable setting in the Meuse valley.
We entered the town through the sharp jagged rock known as the Rocher Bayard.
Bayard was the famous horse said to have split the rock open with one blow of his hoof
as he fled from Charlemagne. A cable car took us up to the massive citadel to enjoy
views of the Meuse and the collegiate church with its onion-domed bell-tower below.
From here we drove along the river to the capital of Wallonia, Namur, with its mighty
citadel perched above the town, returning along the opposite bank.

The third route took us to La Roche-en-Ardenne via The Euro Space Centre for those
with an interest in black holes and a desire to be bumped about in a mobile seat! We
came to St. Hubert, a town dating back to 687, well known for its fine basilica, dedicated
to St. Hubert, the patron saint of hunters. On St. Hubert’s day people come with their
animals to be blessed by the priest and delivered from rabies, once a serious threat to
huntsmen and hounds. It was the special breed of dog from here, the bloodhound, which
William the Congueror brought to England in 1066. By lunchtime we arrived at La
Roche in its beautiful setting in a loop of the River Ourthe, the town overlooked by the
ruins of its impressive 11"C castle. The road twisted and turned through the dense
woodland of the Upper Ourthe valley until we came to Nadrin and the tower up which
one can climb to take in the panoramic view of the Ardennes countryside. It was here
that we caught up with the Slaffers and passengers Chas and Joan. Failing to stick to our
own edict never to follow the car in front against our better judgement, we did just that!
Barriers half way across the road and the advice of a digger driver, “Tree felling!” are no
obstacle to Simon (“Trust me, I'm a doctor”) and like sheep we followed to be
confronted as the road became narrower, by another barrier right across the road. After
about eleven three point turns under Angie’s instructions and with biceps like Popeye,
Simon and David made the ‘about turn” and found the *déviation’!

We were all ready for a quiet day on the Friday to prepare for the arrival of the Belgium-
Luxembourg Section and the action packed weekend they had in store for us. While
Peter Sheppard took advantage of the time doing work to eliminate wheel wobble others
toured the great medieval fortress which contained so much of interest from Vauban’s
staircase built of stones so well cut and cleverly fitted that they held fast without cement
or mortar to the Godfrey of Bouillon Chamber hollowed out of the rock, which includes
a large cross sunk into the floor and a tableau depicting the departure of Godfrey to the
Crusades. After the fortress there was the Musée Ducal and the Archéoscope Godefroid
de Bouillon housed in an old 17™C convent alongside the Semois.
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Tradition dictates that a ‘decorate the mascot” competition takes place on the 20hp rally.
This afternoon was deemed the appointed time when imaginations were put to the test.
Hilde and her large dog, who ran the hotel were the judges! Their verdict was
unanimous and first prize among the 20hps went to David and Sheila Mitchell. Ken and
Margaret Cowdell came first among the other cars.

With the arrival of The Belgium-Luxembourg Section, Serge Baye and Michel t’Kint
Roodenbeke in command, we were presented with a meticulous road book prepared by
Emmanuel de Menten de Horne. Over the weekend we joined them on their ‘Historical
Houses Rally’. There were now forty five Club cars in the party and we set off at
intervals on Saturday moming in the direction of Florenville to visit the Abbey Notre
Dame d’Orval in the forest of Gaume. It is one of the most remarkable Cistercian
Abbeys in Belgium, well known not only for its spiritual life but also for its production
of Trappist beer and cheese. An atmosphere of peace and tranquillity prevailed as we
were led by one of the monks through the garden overlooked by the Abbey church built
in ‘Pierre de France’, a form of sandstone quarried locally. A fifty-six feet (17m.) high
sculpture of Mary with the infant Jesus looks out from the impressive fagade. We were
taken on a tour of the Gothic ruins of the Eglise Notre-dame. The rose window, the
Romanesque capitals, the Gothic and Renaissance pillars are remarkable. The tomb of
Wenceslas, the first Duke of Luxembourg, lies in the chancel. The ruins stand near the
Mathilda Fountain. The legend recalls that Mathilda, the Abbey’s protectress lost her
wedding ring in a spring. She was praying it would be returned when a trout came up
out of the water with it in its mouth. The brewery’s familiar lozenge-shaped logo
depicts a trout with a ring in its mouth — a trademark used since 1934. Our next stop
was the Chateau de Latour for drinks and canapés on the terrace followed by a splendid
lunch in the vaulted cellar. Well fed and well watered we moved on to the Castle of
Gomery where we were welcomed by the Baron Bernard de Gerlache de Gomery,
grandson of Adrien Baron de Gerlache de Gomery who led the first Antarctic expedition
from 1897-1899. Sailing with him on the “Belgica” was Roald Amundsen who later,
was first to reach the South Pole.

Serge recommended that on our way back to Bouillon we should go to Avioth, a small
village with a large Basilica just over the border in France. Outside the church is a
unique monument, its life-size reproduction is exhibited in the French Museum of
National Monuments in Paris. Over the centuries pilgrims have been welcomed at this
Gothic masterpiece called La Recevresse, built on the site where a statue “Notre Dame
d’Avioth was found in a thorn bush by shepherds in the 11°C.

A party atmosphere prevailed during the evening. We all received a souvenir china cup
commemorating our visit and Tony Hunt won a bottle of wine for his Phantom I coming
second in a competition set by Serge Baye. Michel Roodenbeke’s 32 litre Bentley DHC
came first.

On Sunday morning we crossed the bridge at Bouillon to follow the Semois and drove
north towards Dinant, crossing the Lesse river at Gendron. Our destination the elegant
Chateau de Véves, a turreted fairytale castle perched on a hill overlooking Celles and the
old road from Dinant to Rochefort. A fortress in the Middle Ages, it was destroyed,
rebuilt and altered during the Renaissance. We were given a guided tour, entering the
courtyard through an arch surmounted with a half timbered gallery. The interior houses
18"C French furniture and a rare porcelain collection. In no time it seemed our lunch
stop beckoned and it was time to saddle up and make for an inn full of charm and

character in the Famenne region. The Hostellerie Ry d’Ave is a converted tramway
station dating from 1836. It provided us with another Belgian gourmet experience!

We had just one more stately home to visit, the Castle of Deulin. We were almost
there to find the road barred to all but local traffic so thinking the castle would appear
before any obstruction we proceeded only to be met by others who had been turned back
midst hordes of people coming and going! After much shunting and manoeuvring we
considered an alternative route which is not so easy when the Belgians seem to stop at
one ‘déviation’ sign. However most of us reached the chateau eventually to see others
arrive caught up in the longest procession of tractors imaginable. Lesley Meades found
something appealing about a Deutz tractor and rode by with Len in hot pursuit. A
tractor rally to rival the Annual at Kelmarsh had taken place in the local village. No
wonder we couldn’t get through. Stéphane de Harlez de Deulin welcomed us at the
Chateau with its remarkable 18"C painted fabrics. We were able to have a quick look
round but all too soon it was time to say goodbye to the Belgium-Luxembourg Section.
Tom thanked Serge, Michel and Emmanuel on our behalf and presented them with some
English beer! We had an unforgettable two days with them. Now it was back to
Bouillon and our final evening to reflect on what a really excellent rally it had been.

Things didn’t go smoothly for some but there was always someone at hand with
help and advice. The ‘Twen T Cup and the Le Mon Trophy were awarded each
evening after dinner. Tony Hunt won the T Cup for finding the source of GHJ 64’s
problem and putting it back on the road in no time. He also won a bottle of wine for his
Phantom I coming second in a competition set by Serge Baye. The winning car was
Michel t’Kint de Roodenbeke’s 3% litre Bentley DHC. The Le Mon Trophy goes to the
one who makes a faux pas. Tom decided Suzanne Finch deserved it for selling her
20hp. Suzanne on the other hand thought Tom should have it for telling the buyer it was
for sale in the first place!

It was great fun and we all learned a lot one way or another. Malcolm Tucker put it in a
nutshell, “We have fellowship!” So thank you Tom and Linda for putting the show on
the road and introducing us to the land of Poirot, Tin Tin and the Smurfs!

Belgian gargoyle (Smurf?)

Chas Vyse
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